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Mark 1:15
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come
near. Repent and believe the good news!”
Freedom = being free to choose how I want to live (“God told me,”
“I guess I just feel like”) and wanting others to be happy that I’m
living my truth.
The real problem is we don’t share a common story and we don’t
share corresponding judgements in community about what is true,
good, and beautiful.

Q: What is the common story of what is true, good, and beautiful?
A: The Gospel of Jesus and the Kingdom of God.
Note: This teaching contains the Bible Project video “Euangelion /
Gospel.” You can find this video here:
https://youtu.be/HT41M013X3A
The Gospel is the announcement and the availability of the Kingdom
of God through the work of Jesus.
Mark 1:15
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come
near. Repent and believe the good news!”
Mark 1:16-20
As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for
people.” At once they left their nets and followed him. When he had
gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother
John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called them,
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and
followed him.
Acts 2:40-41
With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with
them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand
were added to their number that day.

Acts 2:42-47
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was
filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone
who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of
all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved.
Mark 1:21-28
They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus
went into the synagogue and began to teach. The people were
amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had
authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their
synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, “What
do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy
us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”
“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” The impure spirit
shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. The
people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is
this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to
impure spirits and they obey him.” News about him spread quickly
over the whole region of Galilee.
Judges 21:25
In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.

Mark 1:40-44
A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If
you are willing, you can make me clean.” Jesus was indignant. He
reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said.
“Be clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.
Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: “See that you
don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and
offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a
testimony to them.”
Leviticus 13:45-46
“The person with such an infectious disease must wear torn
clothes, let his hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and
cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ As long as he has the infection he
remains unclean. He must live alone; he must live outside the
camp.”
“There is a type of life presented in the Gospels which, when it
appears, seems to be already the kingdom of God—a type of life in
which love is the supreme spring and motive, in which the spirit of
forgiveness has come to ripeness, and which aims to do the will of
God on earth as it is done in heaven. Insofar as the church carries
on and incarnates that commission it becomes the sower of the
seeds of the kingdom of God and the bearer of a new order for
human society.”
- Rufus Jones

